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conquest, how can it have recourse to might or money or
even persuasion for effecting conversion ? The Tathagata
has only shown the way to salvation, and it is left to each
individual to decide for himself if he would follow it.
Every religion ministers to certain needs and inclinations,.
and, however superstitious it may appear at first sight,
contains some germs of truth. Buddhism endeavours to
point out those germs of truth and nourish them by giving
a new and better interpretation. The Master has said :

** Revere your own, revile no brother^ faith.
The light you see is from Nirvana's sun,
Whose rising splendours promise perfect day.
The feeble rays that light your brother's path
Are from the self-same sun, by falsehoods hid,
The lingering shadows of the passing night."

Accordingly the Buddhist kings of the world have been the
most tolerant and benign. Emperor Asoka, though an
ardent Buddhist himself,. showered his gifts on the Brah-
mans, the Jains, the Ajivakas as well as the Buddhists.
In his twelfth rock-edict Asoka says : " Whosoever raises
his own sect to the skies, and disparages all other sects.
from special attachment to his own with a view to encour-
age it, does thereby much harm to his own sect." The
Buddhist kings of Ceylon in the Middle Ages were kind
and considerate to the followers of the other faiths that then
prevailed in their country. The PgJa kings of Bengal, who
were zealous Buddhists, bestowed shifts also upon the Brah-
mans. But Pushyamitra, who adored and sacrificed to the
Devas, destroyed many Sangharg,mas and killed the bhik-
shus who dwelt there. Sulapg,ni, the great founder of the
Bengal school of law, made the very sight of a Buddhist
atonable only by the most severe penances. The Brahmans
make a boast of their persecution of the Buddhists and the
Jains. In China the Buddhists were thrice persecuted
very severely by the Confucianists. Nor did Buddhism-
escape persecution at the hands of the Japanese Shintoists.
Islam was perpetuated by persecution and bloodshed.
Christianity has cost two thousand years of war, persecution,.
millions of money and thousands of human lives. But
Buddhism, even where it was persecuted has never perse-
cuted in return. Nowhere in the Buddhist;, books do